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Description of Model 3: Fault Block Mountains 

 

From Geology Models Study Guide by Robert B Lewis 



Fault Block Mountains Find each feature on the model and write the number of the feature in 

the table below. Answer the questions below. 

Feature Number 

(and/or Coördinates) 
Feature Name 

 Playa 

 Internal Drainage 

 Block Mountains 

 Desert Basin 

 Piedmont Alluvial Plain 

 Canyon 

 Cresent Dunes(or Barchanes) 

 Graben 

 Horst 

 Conduit 

 Fault 

  

1. What is a Playa? 

 

2. What is the difference between internal and external drainage? 

 

3. What is the major mountainous desert landscape in the southwestern United States? 

 

4. How did the landform in the previous question develop? 

 

5. Faults are described as Normal Thrust or Reverse Thrust. Which is considered Convergent? 

Divergent? Which is caused by Compression? Tension? 

 

 

6. What is the approximate Temperature of the Magma in a Pipe or Conduit? 


